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PA legislature approves
funding for 07-08 to serve:
Over 132,000 children
(monthly average) through
Child Care Works;
Nearly 74,000 children
through Early Intervention
(birth-5);
Nearly 65,000 children
through ABG-funded full day
kindergarten;
Over 77,000 children through
school-funded full day
kindergarten;
Nearly 6,000 children through
Head Start Supplemental;
Nearly 179,000 children
through Keystone STARS;
Over 4,000 children through
Nurse-FamilyPartnership;
Over 4,000 children through
ABG-funded pre-kindergarten;
Over 10,000 children through
school-funded pre-k and K4;
Nearly 11,000 children
through PA Pre-K Counts
7/07

Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts is
created
7/07

Full implementation of child
outcomes reporting by Early
Intervention programs
statewide begins
7/07

Pennsylvania receives federal
grant for early literacy in
special education from the US
Office of Special Education
called CELL (Center for Early
Literacy Learning)
7/07

Early Childhood Mental Health
Consultation program moves
from pilot to full
implementation in all six
Regional Keys
8/07

The Independent Regulatory
Review Commission (IRRC)
unanimously approved the
final form Chapter 49-2
regulations—new teacher-
certification rules which
develop guidelines for higher
education to implement the
Early Childhood Education
Certificate.
8/07

New Advisory Committee for
the Early Learning Network
convened
8/07

OCDEL commissions
independent evaluation of the
alignment of the Pennsylvania
Early Learning Standards
8/07

The Preschool and Infant-
Toddler monitoring tools for
Early Intervention are
combined into one
streamlined monitoring tool
that can be used in both
programs
10/07

OCDEL partners with Office of
Children, Youth and Families
to provide Ages & Stages to
child care providers
10/07

Launch of STARS Advisory
Committee statewide
Listening Tour to hear from
Keystone STARS programs
and practitioners
11/07

Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
Advisory Committee is formed
11/07

Three Program-to-Program
Articulation in Early Childhood
Education (ECE) Pilot Project
Grants Announced
11/07

Launch of Pennsylvania’s
Enterprise to Link Information
for Children Across Networks
(PELICAN)
11/07

PA Learning Standards for
Kindergarten is published
12/07

Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
begins reporting child
outcomes online
12/07

PA Department of Public
Welfare hosts Infant-Toddler
Mental Health Symposium
12/07

Pennsylvania’s Promise for
Children declarations posted
online
1/08

Governor releases first
Performance Report for PA
Government that describes
the work of 25 state agencies
and offices, during the 2006-
2007 fiscal year
1/08

OCDEL receives a technical
assistance and training grant
from SpecialQuest Birth–Five:
Head Start/Hilton Foundation
Training Program
2/08

First targeted grants to
promote pre-k to K transition
plans awarded to select
Community Engagement
Groups
2/08

Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
mid-year report published
2/08

Early Childhood Mental Health
Advisory Committee created
3/08

Online self-service for Child
Care Works and Child Care
Provider Search becomes
available on COMPASS,
allowing online submission of
an application or
redetermination for Child
Care Works financial
assistance, and ability to
search for a child care
provider
3/08

OCDEL receives grant from
the National Professional
Development Center on
Inclusion (NPDCI)
3/08

Pennsylvania awarded grant
to participate in Harvard
Seminar on Early Childhood
Science and Policy for
Legislative, Business and
Foundation Executives
3/08

Pre K Counts Interim Report
2005-2007 by Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh of
UPMC and the UCLID Center
at the University of Pittsburgh
shows that children
participating in Pre K Counts
Public-Private Partnership
classrooms showed
significant progress in
acquiring early learning skills
during their participation,
particularly those who were at
risk of school failure. In fact,
the length of time the child
was enrolled in the program
was a good predictor of their
progress.
3/08

OCDEL begins implementing
Race Matters Initiative
3/08

Pennsylvania’s One Book,
Every Young Child Campaign
kicks off
4/08

Pennsylvania begins public
awareness media campaign
for Keystone STARS and
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
4/08
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Final form Child Care
Regulations published which
update health and safety
requirements to reflect best
practices & research; make
the regulations easier to read
and more accessible to
providers and parents; reflect
an update of the regulations
to include correct reference to
other applicable laws; and
improve opportunity for facility
compliance.
5/08

OCDEL hosts first Higher
Education Institute on
Diversity
5/08

Title 22, Chapter 49-2: Pre-K
Through 4th Grade Teacher
Preparation Guidelines
Published which reflects the
best characteristics of early
childhood and elementary
education.
5/08

OCDEL partners with Office of
Children, Youth and Families
to provide Ages & Stages to
community providers
5/08

The Gate Opener Innovation
grant announced.  Nine
institutions of higher
education awarded grant
money to improve access and
opportunity to Bachelor’s
degree completion for early
childhood professionals
5/08

25% of Keystone STARS
programs move up at least
one STAR level in 2007-2008
6/08

Inclusion of preschool
children receiving Early
Intervention services in typical
early education settings
increased to 58% (a 9%
increase) in 2007-2008
6/08

Pennsylvania releases first-
year outcomes for children in
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts:
94% of children showed age-
appropriate skills and
behaviors or emerging age-
appropriate skills and
behaviors at end of school
year
6/08

PA legislature approves
funding for 08-09 to serve:
More than 135,000 families
(monthly average) through
Child Care Works;
Nearly 34,000 infants and
toddlers and nearly 44,000
preschoolers through Early
Intervention (birth-5);
Nearly 70,000 children
through 448 school districts in
full day kindergarten;
Over 5,600 children through
Head Start Supplemental;
170,000 children in 5,000
programs through Keystone
STARS;
4,200 children throughNurse-
Family Partnership;
Over 55,000 children in 388
school districts through PA
Pact-funded pre-kindergarten;
Over 18,000 children through
school-funded pre-k and K4;
Nearly 12,000 children in 315
programs through PA Pre-K
Counts
7/08

Pennsylvania Department of
Labor and Industry renews
both Child Care Workers and
Pre-School Teachers to the
2008 High Priority
Occupations (HPO)
7/08

OCDEL announces an
increase in the tiered
reimbursement rate for
children who receive Child
Care Works subsidy and are
enrolled at a STAR 2, 3 or 4
program.
7/08

Keystone STARS was
highlighted as a case study in
the presentation by Charles J.
Homer M.D., M.P.H., National
Initiative for Children’s
Healthcare Quality and
Harvard School of Public
Health on Improving Quality in
Early Childhood Programs at
the Harvard/NGA National
Symposium on Early
Childhood Science and Policy
Presentations
7/08

OCDEL receives grants from
three foundations totaling
$3,550,000 to support
leadership development of
the business and early
childhood provider
community; the Early Learning
Network, and the local
capacity of teachers to deliver
quality by meeting the
required early childhood
education B.A. degree and
credential requirements.
7/08

Fiscal Year Budget 2008-2009
supports a new Early
Learning Facilities Fund
(ELFF) to subsidize some of
the costs of constructing or
renovating early learning
centers who are Keystone
STAR 2 or above with special
consideration to programs
participating in Pennsylvania
Pre-K Counts
8/08

OCDEL launches its
Community Education
Listserv
8/08

The Early Childhood
Governor’s Institutes
embraces the Pennsylvania
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics)
Initiative, designed to develop
and deploy statewide
strategies and resources to
enhance Pennsylvania’s
education and workforce
development efforts targeted
at the development of a
globally competitive science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics workforce
9/08

Release of nine-part video
series on the Learning
Standards for Early Childhood
to support program directors’
work with their staff on
applying the Learning
Standards’ to their curriculum
and assessment practices
09/08

Governor Rendell signs
Executive Orders creating the
Pennsylvania Early Learning
Council and the Pennsylvania
Early Learning Investment
Commission
09/08

2007-2008 Pennsylvania Pre-
K Counts Year End Report
Released - Ninety-four
percent of Pennsylvania Pre-K
Counts children finished the
school year with age-
appropriate skills and
behavior or emerging age-
appropriate skills and
behavior
10/08

Early Intervention and
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
programs make their first data
reports in Work Sampling
System/Ounce online
10/08



Release of University of
Pittsburgh’s Early Childhood
Mental Health Consultation
Project Final Evaluation
Report, demonstrating the
quality of early education
young children with social and
emotional issues receive in
early learning programs
across the commonwealth
10/08

Creation of the Bureau of
Certification Listserv for
registered and certified child
care programs
10/08

Release of the second annual
OCDEL Reach and Risk
Report 2007-2008 which
provides county, as well as
city, specific information on
the level of risk for school
failure for children (based on
seven risk factors) and the
availability, or reach, of most
OCDEL programs to children
in each county and in the 27
largest cities in Pennsylvania.
11/08

Children’s Trust Fund awards
$714,620 in grants to six
community-based agencies to
implement child abuse and
neglect prevention programs.
11/08

Early Learning Council
Members are announced
11/08

The Pennsylvania Governor’s
Forum: Linking Ready Kids to
Ready Schools held in
Philadelphia, during which
leaders from K-12, early
childhood, and higher
education shared expertise
and contributed to the new
state policy framework on the
transition from early childhood
to the early elementary years
and the alignment of practices
between those systems,
including higher education’s
role.
12/08

Kindergarten Advisory
Committee formed
12/08

Release of the 2007-08
Governor’s Report on State
Performance which highlights
the State’s progress includes
special section for OCDEL
01/09

OCDEL Cross-Program
Family Survey is piloted.
01/09

OCDEL releases
Kindergarten Entry Date
Recommendations which
reviews findings on
kindergarten entry dates in the
Commonwealth and provides
a recommendation to districts
about their policies for
kindergarten age eligibility.
01/09

OCDEL and Office of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse
Services Issue Joint
Announcement of Behavior
Supports for Young Children
to ensure that young children
and their families have the
tools to promote good mental
health and access to an array
of individualized services for
more complex behavioral
health treatment.
2/09

Pennsylvania Supreme Court
issues decision in St.
Elizabeth’s case upholding
the Department of Public
Welfare’s authority to require
Certification of non-profit child
care facilities.
2/09

Deputy Secretary Dichter
testifies before U.S. House
Subcommittee on Early
Childhood Education on
Pennsylvania’s Early
Education Continuum
3/09

Communications Advisory
Committee formed
5/09

Release of new Professional
Development requirement for
regulation exempt providers in
Child Care Works
4/09

170 Pennsylvania business
leaders take call to action to
invest in early education at the
Economic Summit on Early
Childhood Investment in
Harrisburg
4/09

Child Care Works Waiting List
Grows to 16,000
5/09

OCDEL releases the
handbook:  Staffing OCDEL
Councils, Committees, Work
Groups, and Task Forces
5/09

The first phase of the Early
Learning Network completed,
linking of existing child
demographic database,
PELICAN, with the child
outcome reporting system,
Work Sampling and Ounce
Scale Online for a more
complete analysis of child
outcomes
5/09

Second year Pennsylvania
Pre-K Counts outcomes
released: Nearly every child
(99 percent) showed age-
appropriate or emerging age-
appropriate proficiency in
literacy, numeracy, and social
skills after attending the
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
program

Inclusion of preschool
children receiving Early
Intervention services in typical
early education settings
increased to 63% in 2008-
2009
6/09

OCDEL Cross Program
Family Survey is implemented
across Early Intervention
Birth-Five, PA Pre-K Counts,
and Child Care Works
programs
6/09

OCDEL’s Learning Is
Everywhere calendar, which
provides activities for children
from birth – age five based on
the Learning Standards for
Early Childhood, is published
6/09

OCDEL hosts second Higher
Education Institute on
Diversity
6/09

Nearly one-third (32%) of
Keystone STARS programs
move up at least one STAR
level in 2008-2009; 30%
increase in STAR 3 & 4
programs
6/09

70% of TANF children
receiving child care
assistance are using
regulated child care in 2008-
2009, a 38% increase since
Child Care Information
Services (CCIS) agencies
began providing child care
services to TANF families in
2006-2007
6/09
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